MANGOSTEEN MISSION. On September 26, 1944, these eight men boarded two Flying
Fortresses at Maison Blanche Airfield in Algiers, North Africa, flew almost to Milano in
Northern Italy, then parachuted 200 miles behind the front lines. In the back row, left to
right, Major William V. Holohan, leader of Mangosteen Mission; Lt. Aldo Icardi; Sgt. Carl
Lo Dolce; Gianni, an Italian partisan espionage agent; Lt. Victor Giannino, second in com-
mand of Mangosteen Mission. Front row: Captain Landi, an Italian partisan espionage
agent; Sgt. Arthur Ciarmicola; “Red”, an Italian radio operator. All the Americans—five in
all-were members of Mangosteen Mission.

Some of the following photographs are poor. They were taken under war-time
conditions. They were developed secretly behind the lines. But they are the
only existing photographic record of Mangosteen Mission, Most of them have
never before been published.
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MAJOR HOLOHAN straps on his parachute in preparation for the long flight to northern Italy.

THIS IS ME, Aldo Icardi, climbing into my parachute. You will see slightly better pictures of me further on




THIS IS NOT ME, but note at right, how True Mag-
azine labeled this picture; the people in the picture
are Lt. Victor Giannino, left, Major Holohan, right; I
held the camera which took the picture. Michael Stern
and True Magazine never saw nor knew what Aldo
Icardi looked like, but they called him the master-
mind of a gruesome killing—then they released this
photo for nation wide publication to the INS using
the same caption.
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GUNS FOR THE PARTISANS' was not one of our main objectives when we went behind the
lines; but several times Major Holohan requested supply drops in order to maintain our security
among the partisans, This picture was taken after the first drop arrived. Later on, when our
mission was changed, this scene was reenacted many times, The guns we received were used by
both Communist and anti-Communist partisans to harrass the enemy., On one occasion the guns
were passed out to the partisans as fast as they were uncrated and used on the spot to fight off
the German troops that were attacking, Ordinarily, supplies were distributed by the partisans
themselves to all formations in proportion to their needs.



o

f
| Cognome' ;,‘CU { .NH'
i

Ncme ? 0 |
| Padra I.Il \_li_
| 16y ) .’L f
Madre Ja [Dakoamdly Jbao U
I s A 1n
nato r[-.‘iz‘j'! LA j\‘ 0 19
2 osHELAATT
et
Profess. (dich.) {
| Res Ml.la'rm

ontrassegni salienii

()
&:' FIRMA DEI

I Lt prtana [ fw&w

Mitano, li

.Nt“
SROVE

Comun

Comando Tedesco

Genio Collegamenti 59 121

TESSERA DI HiGDNﬂSGiMENTﬂ

valevole fino al

Si dichiara che:

~r
I Signor s

o

= NOMEY

dlpendenla della STIPEL Direzione Esercizio
na

dis.. BH3ene

in qualita di_ __'_‘1-'7?1‘3? 2aT0

presso l'ufficio telefonico di _
__ provvede per conto di
quesro Camando a!l implanto, manutenzione e ri-
parazionedicircuiti delle Forze ArmateTedesche.
Lo stesso & aulorizzalo ad ogni ora del gior-
no e della notte anche durante l'allarme aereo,
a circolare a piedl o in bicicletta o viaggiare
con qualsiasi mezzo in Piemonte @ Lombardia
come pure di usare di tutti i treni. La sua bi-
ciclelta non pud essere requisita per nessuna
ragione. i x
Questo documento & solo valido se esibito
con la carta di identita prownsla di [nlograﬁa

OV 5

Feldnachri chten
Kommandantur 59

121

DIENSTAUSWEIS.

1945

gueltig bls: :"_

Es wird Mklaer! dass:

ALt eremae
v b R Y 1

INAME)
Angestelller d-r Fernsprechgesellschaft STIPEL
Direktlion: i. iie
verwendel al
bei dem Furnsprachsm? in ,“n "-":‘te'?-

- 3-— : __im Auftrage dieser
Dmnslshllu fﬂr dla Unlnrha]tung und Enlstoerung
von deutschen Wehrmachtsleitungen arbeitel.
Er ist ermaechtigt, sich zu ‘jeder Tages - und
Nachizeit auch waehrend des Fliegeralarms zu
Fuss ader mit Fahrrad oder sonstigen Verkehrs-
mitteln innerhalb Piemonte und Lombardei zu
reisen sowie saemiliche Zuege zu benueizen.
Sein Fahrrad kann nichl beschlagnahmt werden.
Dieser Ausweis ist nur gueltig in Verbindung
mit dem mil éLghibild versahenen amtlichen

AIERROGTO

Harr

(VORNAMEY




TO MY FRIENDS I was Aldo Icardi, But
to Germans and Fascists and any other
people behind the lines that I couldn’t trust
completely, 1 was, as you see here, Ambro-
gio Scanavini, a telephone repairman from
Milano. These cards were forged for me by
Italian partisans who managed to duplicate
enemy seals and stamps as fast as they
were changed. If anything, our forged doc-
uments looked more authentic than the real
identification cards. These forged items
took me through road blocks and rigid
inspections with ease.

ICARDI AT WORK, punching out one of the many
reports that we sent back to OSS Headquarters. One
of these was a complete account of everything we
knew and everything we had done to learn more about
Major Holohan’s disappearance.

ICARDI AND FRIENDS. This photo was taken in a
shooting gallery in Biella where a photograph was
taken when you hit the bullseye. It started out to be
a prize photograph of me, flanked by two Nazi soldiers
who were standing around watching. I pumped about
25 rounds at the target without hitting once! The
soldiers got disgusted and walked away. But Aldo
Icardi, American Master-Spy, was undaunted. I kept
firing and fifteen shots later got this gem of me flanked
by two anonymous street urchins. Very embarrassing,
especially for an American Master-Spy.




SGT. CARL LO DOLCE—radio operator of Mangosteen Mission—during one of his’ few moments of relaxation

behind the lines. His civilian attire made him subject to immediate execution if captured by the enemy.

GUALTIERO TOZZINI—our porter,
guide, cook and general handyman—
he and Giuseppe Manini were pre-
sent December 6, 1944 when Major
Holohan disappeared.

GIORGIO AMINTA MIGLIARI —
our first partisan contact—leader of
SIMNI, one of our intelligence cells
— he had a big job, but not the
ability to handle it.




TWO PARTISAN HEROES after
the siege at Quarma. Rino Pachetti,
left, and his friend Dulo were trap-
ped for seventeen days in the attic
of a house occupied by 41 Fascist
soldiers. They were haggard, hungry,
and completely exhausted when they
finally made their escape by one of
the most daring acts I have ever
heard of. The house they were trap-
ped in is shown below, riddled with
bullets from the partisan forces that
attacked this Fascist stronghold in
an effort to rescue these two men.




PARTISAN AT WORK. Arms delivered at the request of Mangosteen Mission gave the partisans the strength
to fight the Germans . . . gave them the wherewithal to overpower the enemy during the last few days ol
the war. When the partisan units all over northern Italy revolted they saved countless thousands of Allied
casualties.

APRIL 26, 1945—the German might begins to crumble. Italian partisans supplied by Allied Missions like
Mangosteen capture or neutralize German forces in Piedmont and Lombardy a full week before the U.S
S5th Army arrives.




COMMUNIST AND ANTI-COMMUNIST partisans were constantly at each others throats and made the
task of Mangosteen Mission doubly difficult. But all partisans worked together when it came to fighting the
Germans and Fascists, Here the Communist leader Moscatelli and the ardent Christian Democrat and anti-
Communist, Luciano Vignati, confer on strategy.

TWO OF THE BEST FRIENDS a spy could have: on the left, Pierino Solbiati, who harbored me, advised
me, and treated me like one of his own sons; on the right Luciano Vignati, who is telling me about a
Communist formation that is breaking the truce agreements we had made with the Germans.




HATE, HANGINGS, HYSTERIA were rampant everywhere in northern Italy during the last days of the
war. Brother fought brother, children disowned parents, and violence was the order of the day.

MASS was sung in the streets, in the midst of death and destruction.




'HEY KILLED HER SON. She kicked, and beat, and spat at their cold, dead bodies. The only acceptable
i’ascist was a dead one, and they begrudged him even his death because it saved him from the torture he
eserved.

' WHORE is shaved. She sold her body to the dirty Fascist pigs, and now she pays for her crime. The
nhumanity, the mob violence, the uncontrolled passions that gripped the Italian populace must make any
talian cringe and be ashamed.
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Dopo sver essminato lu carta topografica e fatti sopraluoghi sul
terreno siamo venuti nella conclusione che nells gona compresa tra Grignasco
Gozzgno, Horgomanero , Homsgnano dove intendevane sciegliers un campo di
lancio, date ls possibilith di farvi affluire forse notevoll per la difesa,
non esiste un terrenc che si presti sllo scopo. )

Stemo percid venuti nelle seguente determinazione che sottoponiamo
alla,.vostra ayprovazlone :

Campo per lunci ngtiurni - uguiruire d1 quello gih usato sino ad ora nel press
51 di Boleto . Qualors tule cempo incontri ancora la vostrs approvazione Vi
apsicuriano formelmeate un servizio di protezione e di raccolta attao a
garantire 4l ricupero e lo suistamento anche di quantiti notevoll di mate=
riall.

Le forze che presidianc la zons verrebbero aumentuate e verra epercitato
da parte vostra e nostra il pih assoluto controllo di tutto i) materisle lan=

cilato.
Campo per lanci diurni - Vi proporremmo, 5o lp migasione mmmx bricannica non

ha nullia in contrario, di poter usuiruire di quelio di Sostegno che la nosirs
Brigete disloceis o Logzolo potrebbe benissimo difendere.
Attendiamo unu vostra conferma per poter prendere definitivi accordi.
Cordiell saluti.

IL COL E'&LI.U.U POLITICO fe - TL COMANDANTE WILITAHE
(woscifelli) v » ' W7 T (Capts Ciro)

THIS LETTER FROM THE COMMUNISTS proves beyond a doubt that Vincenzo Mos-
catelli and Capt. Ciro were two different men. True Magazine, the Defense Department
news release, and the Cole Congressional Report were wrong when they stated that Mos-
catelli was known as Ciro. This is just one of nineteen errors they made.



CITATION FOR LEGION OF MERIT

ALDO L. ICARDI, 0521212, First Lieutenant, Coast
Artillery Corps, Company D, 2677th Regiment, Office of
Strategic Services, for exceptlonally meritorious con-
duct in the performance of outstanding services in It-
aly from 26 September 1944 to 8 May 1945, TFirst Lieu-
tenant Icardi parachuted into enemy territory in Nor-
thern Italy on the night of 26 September 1944, as & mem-
ber of a special intelligence mission. On 6 December
1944 upon the capture and disappearance of the mission's
chief, First Lieutenant Icardil became the leader of the
mission, and in this capacity, directed its activities
for five months. The mission operated in the zones of
Novara, Torino, Vercelli, lilano, Pavia, Brescia, Verona,
lantova, Ossola Vallsy, and Alto Milanese., TUnder the di-
rection of First Lieutenant Icardi, an intelligence net-
work was organized to encompass these zZones. The net-
work gathered information on such matters as troop dis-
positions apd identifications, rail and highway traffic,
location of emmunition and gasoline dumps, military tar-
gets, counter-intelligence activities, and political and
economic intelligence. The intelligence thus gathered
was transmitted to the base Office of Strateglc Services
station through four radios. In addition to the inde-
pendent intelligence work established by First Lieuten-
ant Icardi, he kept in close contact with many of the
Partisans groups in Northern Italy. Through these con-
tacts, First Lieutenant Icardi was eble to arrange sup-
ply drops to the Partisans, supplying them with approxi-
mately & hundred tons of materiel composed of food, clo-
thing, arms, and ammunition. Due in large part to the
successful results of First Lieutenant Iceardi's mission,
over thirteen thousand enemy troops were captured and
the entire zone was entered by Allied troops without
bloodshed. He later assisted in the negotiation of the
unconditional surrender of the German troops in Northern
Italy. ZEntered service from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

FROM THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT
1 received the second highest military
honor they bestow, for my activities be-
hind the lines in World War II. From
my own United States Government I
received the Legion of Merit. Both gov-
ermnments felt that Mangosteen Mission
did an excellent job.
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made an honorary citizen of that
city for my efforts in helping to
defeat the Nazis and Fascists.

1951. This is the kind of impartial
reporting that Aldo Icardi received
in the United States after the war.
I was never in court, never on trial,
never faced a jury, but I am a
“killer” according to the New York
Daily News.



